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Bernard Interiors has expanded significantly since 

its launch in 2008, outgrowing two studios. How did 

it all begin?

I have worked in the architecture and interior design 

industry since graduating from Edinburgh College of Art in 

Interior Design. I founded Bernard Interiors in 2008 from 

a kitchen table and over the last 14 years my interior design 

practice has earned an enviable reputation for designing 

exceptional interiors, with a tailored approach, delivered on 

time and within budget. 

What is your goal when creating luxurious interiors?

As a practice, we work with clients to facilitate their dream 

lifestyle or business aspirations and our goal is simple; to 

exceed their expectations. Everything we do is tailored to the 

vision of our clients with impeccable attention to detail and we 

are always excited about the delivery of the work we produce. 

�ese factors are the driving force behind our accomplished 

team of interior architectural designers and procurement 

specialists.	

Tell us about your specialist knowledge in the 

interior design of later living spaces?

Bernard Interiors has been creating elegant interiors for later 

living and healthcare developments for over a decade. Our 

expertise is recognised in this area and the practice is part of 

the Audley Villages and Principle Care Homes development 

teams; these are just two of the various operators we develop 

for. We have delivered �ve unique projects for Audley 

since 2018, including the recently completed Nightingale 

Place in Clapham and Cooper’s Hill in Surrey. Current 

projects include Audley Cobham, Surrey and Sunningdale, 

Berkshire. Alongside this, we are in the closing stages of 

delivering Heron Manor Fleet and Broom�eld Chelmsford 

for Principle Care Homes in the summer of 2023.

You are credited with creating environments that 

defy the preconceived ideas about later living. How 

do you approach each project?

We are incredibly privileged to work at the forefront of 

the later living and healthcare sectors. We are repeatedly 
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challenged to create safe and comfortable environments 

for owners or residents. Personal, polished, passionate and 

professional are our four core values – an approach we apply 

to all of our award-winning projects. Creating timeless, 

elegant environments that defy preconceived ideas about 

later living and providing �ve-star facilities for those who 

wish to downsize, while remaining connected to their local 

communities, is so important.

Cooper’s Hill has luxurious interiors that 

complement the rich history of the property. How 

did you approach working on this listed building?

A listed heritage property inevitably carries certain 

restrictions on what can be changed from a design 

perspective. �e dramatic architecture of Cooper’s Hill 

House is complemented by a rich and vibrant interior, 

featuring chairs upholstered with velvet and gold studding 

detail. For example, one of the standout pieces of furniture is 

the punchy and rich coral velvet seating with antique brass 

studding, located at the main entrance of the house. A real 

feature piece, no one entering the building – whether they’re 

an owner or a guest – can fail to notice its presence. �e 

interior colour palette deliberately compliments the site, as 

rich, regal colours re�ect the historical age at the time of the 

signing of Magna Carta. 				

The interior scheme and local inspiration for 

Stanbridge Earls has a distinct style. What was your 

inspiration?

We create a unique style for every project we work on, 

always considering the site history and locality to resonate 

with future owners. 

Instead of using an individual colour scheme for each 

room, we deliberately connected the areas using a common 

blue theme to create a �ow to unify the di�erent pockets of 

space, while still allowing each room to maintain its own 

identity. Injections of bright, jewel colours in the furnishings 

and accessories sing against the dark wood of the original 

panelling, while cleverly referencing the intense shades found 

in some of the original stained glass and school shield motifs. 

As well as many striking and quirky objects from 

around the world, we used several references to the site 

locality, to help bring authenticity and a sense of place to 

the interiors. In the main building, museum artwork has 

been sourced from nearby Southampton City Art Gallery, 

including paintings and drawings of the local area based 

around a nautical theme, to represent links to the heritage of 

Southampton as a historical and famous port.

How did you approach creating a new luxury brand 

for the care home operator at Heron Manor?

�e design for Heron Manor is rooted in partnership and a 

shared vision with our client, Principle Care Homes. Being 

able to work with a client from the inception of their brand 

Cooper’s Hill 
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and seeing their vision brought to life has been extremely 

rewarding. �e collaboration has enabled us to design an 

aspirational living environment which will become a happy, 

comfortable and ful�lling part of residents’ life journeys. 

We took inspiration from the famous local carnival for the 

colour palette, and Fleet Pond, the largest freshwater lake in 

Hampshire, for fabrics and textures.

How important is it to have a strong design team?

�e team inspires me daily. We challenge each other which 

helps drive us all. We are like-minded individuals who are 

knowledgeable, responsive and reliable sharing the same 

approach to quality, design and delivery. I have created and 

fostered a ‘can-do’ approach with the team and strongly 

believe in providing an open culture where training and 

development are at the forefront. As a practice, we hold a 

number of accreditations demonstrating our commitment 

to excellence and a re�ection of the strong team that drives 

the business.

www.bernardinteriors.co.uk

Heron Manor

Stanbridge Earls
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