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rom the first meeting - it’s abundantly clear that
Bernard Interiors founder, Jen Bernard feels
incredibly privileged to work at the forefront of the

later living and healthcare sectors with prestigious

clients including leading retirement operator, Audley Villages.

As part of the Audley Villages development team since
2017, Jen and her colleagues have been designing the
interiors for luxury retirement villages throughout the UK.
Working on a variety of new and heritage projects, has
enabled the team to develop and hone specialist skills to
seamlessly incorporate practical and aesthetic considerations
into every scheme they undertake.

These include the recently completed Nightingale Place - a
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new build luxury village in Clapham, with a cosmopolitan
and contemporary feel, Cooper’s Hill - a large development in
Surrey with a listed Victorian Gothic mansion at the centre of
the development and Stanbridge Earls in Hampshire where a
Grade IT* Tudor manor house has been sensitively remodelled
to create a welcoming and friendly hospitality venue.
Following the completion of these projects, Bernard
Interiors are celebrating, Cooper’s Hill accolade of Gold for
‘Best Retirement Development’ at the What House Awards
2020 and shortlisting as a finalist for the SBID International
Design Awards in the ‘Healthcare and Wellness Design’
category and Stanbridge Earls’ Silver for Best Retirement
Development, also at the What House Awards 2020.
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How do you ensure luxurious interiors complement
the rich history of the building you are working on?
It's important to understand the building, its history and
uniqueness. Our role is both to create beautiful environments
and to respect the building’s heritage. We don’t aim to mimic
the existing style or period, we aim to provide a new layer of
history. The Cooper’s Hill development is at the heart of the
Magna Carta Park site with an imposing listed building as its
centrepiece, so it was important that the design of the interior
flowed with the language of the existing architecture. Rich
and regal colours used in the interior reflect the historical
period surrounding the Magna Carta and the dramatic gothic
architecture is complemented by the use of opulent and

luxurious fabrics and furnishings. At Stanbridge Manor, the
Grade IT* Tudor Manor House at the heart of the Stanbridge
Earls development, it was imperative that our designs worked
with the original wooden panelling throughout the building.
We injected bright jewel colours into the furnishings and

accessories to ‘pop’ against the dark wood. The colours also
reference some of the intense shades found in the original

stained glass.

What challenges do you face when working on
listed buildings?

‘There are always challenges, however as a practice we are very
experienced in this area and use carefully considered design
techniques to bring buildings back to life. At Stanbridge
Manor, the existing layout consisted of many ‘pocketed’ spaces.
We worked in close consultation with the conservation officer
to create a connection between the various spaces within

the existing layout. The venetian chequered floor tiles in the
entrance had to be approved before they could be included
and we designed the backdrop of the bar to be completely
treestanding in order to protect the original Tudor panelling.
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How do you create interiors that defy preconceived
ideas of later living?
Audley Nightingale Place is a perfect example of how

modern and contemporary interiors can be created for those
over 55, who still enjoy the fast pace and buzz of city living.
As this project was an entirely new and urban development,
inspiration for everything - from the colour palette to the
artwork — has come from the surrounding area, London
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life and the experiences of the village’s current and future
residents. The entrance is glamorous and welcoming - a
statement curved sofa upholstered in mustard velvet is
teamed with retro inspired cushions. Tub chairs upholstered
in geometric prints are reminiscent of the famous London
Underground fabric designed by Enid Marx and the spa
creates a serene sanctuary in the city. Each area has its

own identity, with the overall linking theme of a luxurious,
relaxing urban retreat.

How do you tailor your designs for the end user?
With careful thought. Aesthetics don't need to be
compromised to provide safer and more durable
environments. We must be conscious of ergonomics

and understand the need to support people who may be
visually impaired or living with dementia. Infection control
must also be considered. Although Covid-19 is fairly new,
consideration of microbial infection has always been part of
our interior design process. In the lounge at Cooper’s Hill,
the statement sofa is upholstered in a stylish hospitality grade
woven fabric. The fabric is antifungal, E coli and salmonella
resistant, impervious backed and stain resistant for 100,000
rubs. That’s hardwearing - yet you would never know from
just looking at it.

www.bernardinteriors.co.uk

Tel: +44 1661 821427

Instagram: @bernardinteriors
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