Front of house
‘The coastal-style cottage
garden was created
by garden destgner

. Natasha McEwan
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Boot room

Bespoke shelving made by a
local carpenter keeps foot- and
outdoor-wear neatly organised.

~ Walls painted in Smoke;
~ woodwork in Cobblestone,

both Zoffany. Blind in Rabbits
& Hares, Emily Bond. Tumbled
Limestone floor tiles, Fired Earth
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he views from Jen Bernard's family holiday home are

so striking that the bedrooms have been named after

them, inextricably linking the house and landscape.

‘We have Cheviot, after the hills, Spring Hill, after the
farm nearby and Bamburgh, for the view of the castle,’ says Jen.
But aside from the views of famous Northumberland landmarks,
one of the house's greatest trump cards is its nearness to the sea,
a few hundred metres away - a mere pebble’s throw.

Jen's family have a strong connection with the region. ‘We've
had properties in Northumberland since | was a small child,’ she
says. ‘We had a house on a farm near here and whenever Pippa
and | were cycling past on the way to the beach as children we'd
stop to admire this place.

The property, built in 1913, is part former hay loft and part
coach house, and had been used as a holiday let for many years.
When it came on the market in 2013 the family acted collectively
to buy it - ownership of the house is shared with her mother and
father, Helen and Peter, her sister Pippa and husband lan. ‘It was
very tired and hadn’t been touched in years but we all
contributed to the restoration. My father is good at building work
and he's retired, so it was a labour of love for him," says Jen.

‘We moved lots of walls and dropped the ceiling in the
dovecote to create a twin bedroom for my son, William, and
nephew, Joseph, says Jen. ‘We reconfigured the back lobby to
create a shower room, cloakroom and rear entrance. We also
added an outdoor kitchen for barbecues. While many of the
original windows were retained, internal doors, skirtings, electrics
and heating were all replaced, plus all the old light switches were
replaced with traditional antique brass dolly switches.

Both passionate interior designers, Jen and Pippa collaborated
on the colour schemes, fabrics and furnishings. ‘Sharing the
decorating decisions was easy as my mother and | both love
similar designs. We spent a day in the GP&J Baker archive
choosing fabrics, says Jen.

The garden was very overgrown and neglected, so Jen
appointed a local garden designer, Natasha McEwan, and asked
her to create a country cottage garden that looked as though it
had been that way forever. ‘At the front of the house is a flower
meadow with a path through the daisies - it's very natural and
low maintenance,’ says Jen. ‘From springtime, we have wisteria
and wild roses climbing up the front of the house, which are so
pretty. The beautifully manicured lawn hosts games of croquet,
badminton and cricket, while the new downstairs shower room is
ideal for dousing off sand from the beach. "We catch the sun on
both sides of the house, so we can eat breakfast in the front
garden and have dinner at the back,’ says Jen. ‘Lots of Newcastle
friends have holiday homes up here and they're always dropping
in,’ she adds. Proof, if needed, that this much-loved family escape
has universal appeal.

Interior design, bernardinteriors.co.uk

NORTHUMBERLAND COTTAGE

AT HOME WITH

Oroners Interior designer Jen
Bernard shares this holiday home
with her parents, sister and
brother-in-law.

Iorse Asix-bedroom restored
stone cottage built in 1913.

COUNTRY HOMES & INTERIORS 23



NORTHUMBERLAND COTTAGE
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Kitchen
The family kept the original Aga,
complementing it with new powder

blue Shaker units. Cabinets, Neptune.

Splashback tiles, Fired Earth. (Below)
Similar dining table, Neptune
Antique and inherited furnishings
along with a traditional GP&J Baker
fabric strike a timeless mood. Curtains
in Persian Pomegranate, GP&J Baker.
For a similar desk, try 1stDibs

DInNg roont

Jen commissioned this painting of
the family’s spaniels for her parents’
wedding anniversary. Portobello
cabinet, Julian Chichester

Conserye Iy
With its glass roof, this space makes
a fantastic location for drinks.

Kitchen

A rise-and-fall pendant brings
an intimate warmth to this
informal extending table,
where the family enjoy
breakfast in the winter months.
Rise and fall pendant, Original
BTC. Walls in Tusk, Little
Greene. Blinds in Sakura
Rosehip fabric, Linwood
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NORTHUMBERLAND COTTAGE
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An elegant ticking fabric headboard
conceals hidden storage and power >
sockets. Bedside table and lamps, \
Julian Chichester. Sisal carpet, . t‘l
Crucial Trading. Bedding, The White
Company. Blinds in Firefly by GP&J & | I
Baker. Cushions in Kashmiri in
Sapphire Blue, Brunschwig & Fils.
Walls in Flint, Little Greene
Family bathroom
Bespoke joinery and marble around
the bath strike a refined, timeless
note. Tiles, Fired Earth. Blinds in
Ashfield Beach Hut by Linwood.
Walls in Limestone, Little Greene

Dovecole bedroom
The tongue-and-groove clad ceiling
evokes a beach hut feel. Sisal
flooring, Crucial Trading. Blankets
and cushions, RE
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FEATURE JULIET BENNING PHOTOGRAPHS FRANKLIN & FRANKLIN

I'isil... 'Picnic Bay is a hidden
gem just down the hill and its
sheltered beach is perfect for

picnics and rounders when the tide
is out. Alnwick Castle (alnwick

castle.com) is where Harry Potter
was filmed and is a great day out.

Slhvopr crl... 'Old Forge Antiques
(01890 820521) for amazing

antiques in Ford village. Blacketts
in Bamburgh Walled Garden
(blacketts-bamburgh.co.uk) is
a great gift shop.’

Go for ameal al... The
Potted Lobster (thepottedlobster.
co.uk) in Bamburgh, a relaxed and
cosy seafood restaurant that never
disappoints. Bait at Beadnell
(facebook.com/baitatbeadnell) do
amazing fish finger sandwiches.

Exterior

Lavender thrives
throughout the summer
in the cottage garden




GET THE LOOK

Be inspired by
JEN’S BEDROOM

Wake up and walk on
gorgeous natural
textures... Jute Big
Panama Pancake
carpet, £39.40sq m,
Alternative Flooring

Make a bold
statement with
bright pops
of colour and
pattern. Mindoro §
ikat cushion
cover in Peacock,
£65, Oka

Petite and elegant,
this lovely piece has
a mirrored shelf
for trinkets.
Glass display side
table in Aged Bronze,
£225, Cox & Cox

A sleek addition
lights up bedtime
chapters. Mercer arm
table lamp in Black,
£175, Libra at
Beaumonde
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Place an optimistic
touch on the
bedside with a
hand-decorated
ceramic. Double
happiness ginger
jar, £75, Shimu

[ >
T AT MALS BYNITEET

- —
'] s amE = “ququ-lﬂ E
Mindy ash and
walnuttransform . ———
your boudoirinto an
uncluttered space.
Botticelli chestof nine
drawers, £1,450, _ —
Perch-& Parrow

A smart trim sings luxury
on 320 thread count cotton
percale. Biarritz Navy one line
bed linen, from £25,
The Fine Cotton Company

5 Add extra warmth |
" with a beautiful
drape of cosiness.
Wool Senja throw in
Sailor Blue, £120, J

%-9 ﬂ'g{& ﬁr | Loom & Last

ACCENTS OF TONAL BLUE
CREATE BREEZY INTEREST
WITH AN OVERALL FEEL OF
CALM AND SERENITY

FEATURE HOLLY PHILLIPS
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