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FUN &
GAMES

Jen Bernard, founder and MD of North East-based
Bernard Interiors, talks us through the changing
trends in home living since lockdown, and
discusses a recent project

Tell us a bit about the project brief
We originally
completed this
residence in 2010 — a
full turnkey project
over two years,
working closely

with the client, architect and contractor. The

house was completely remodelled to create a

timeless family home, including the recreation

of all period features such as the stairs,
bespoke cornicing, architrave, doors and
ironmongery. As the children in the family
have grown up since we did the original
design, and then the pandemic hit, needs and
requirements changed. We were briefed to

completely re-design the top oor to create a

games/cinema room with a bar, a new family

snug on the ground oor and a gym in the
external summerhouse.

Talk us through the different design
details in the family's games room
The games/cinema room on the top oor

‘Home has taken on a
new signi cance since
the rst lockdown,
and over the past year,
we have seen a shift
in priorities within
residential design.
Space, comfort and
functionality are now
the main drivers. Health
and wellbeing facilities
have also taken on a
new importance’

enables our client to have a social space awdiynber doors feature panels of inset linen
from the main parts of the house. lt feels ~ to match the bar design and create a lovely
very private up there — the perfect space for feeling of warmth which you feel throughout
entertaining guests or having family cinema the entire property.
nights. The bar is fully equipped with fridges,
a dishwasher, ice machine etc. The blinds, The house is split over three levels. How
lighting and Bang & Olufsen sound system was the top oor recon gured?
are all electronically controlled from an iPad The games/cinema room on the top oor
to bring a real sense of modern luxury. We was originally two bedrooms and two
also created storage space and a bathroom lounges, so we completely opened it up to
with cleverly concealed doors designed to t create a versatile and exible space that the
with the architecture of the room. whole family can use. There is also a third
bedroom on the top oor, separate to the
How did you approach creating such a games room. We gave this bedroom a refres|
practical family space? as our client’s son had outgrown the existing
It was very important that the space felt scheme. The use of orange, soft greys and designed areas. We used geometric prints
like a continuation of the home. It's quite navy blue help to tie it in with the rest of the in the upholstery and cushions to bring a
a contemporary scheme, but we wanted to top oor as well as bringing a sophisticated, contemporary feel. The bespoke pouffe,
make sure it still felt timeless and homely ~ masculine feel. upholstered in Jim Thompson fabric, is one
to ow with the rest of the house. We also of my favourite pieces in this room — it brings
know that clever little design details are reallyHow did you choose the schemes in the everything together and is a real statement
important to this particular client so we other areas of the house? piece.The downstairs powder room has no
came up with the sliding door ideas for the The scheme for the snug includes pops natural light and was quite dark before,
bathroom and storage space. The bespoke of orange to ow with the other newly so we used a vibrant wallcovering af@
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painted the wooden panelling in ‘Setting
Plaster’ by Farrow & Ball. Powder rooms &
the perfect place to have a bit of fun!”

What shifts have you noticed in people's
interior choices since lockdown?

‘Home’ has taken on a new signi cance sil
the rst lockdown in March 2020, and over
the past year, we have seen a shift in priori
within residential design. Space, comfort ar
functionality are now the main drivers. As ¢
result, we have had an in ux of residential
enquiries — both for entirely new projects ar
requests for revisiting existing schemes. He
and wellbeing facilities have also taken on w

new importance as our clients look to include
gyms and swimming pools and mini spas so |

they can truly relax in their own homes.

What's in the pipeline for Bernard
Interiors in 20227
As a practice, we work on both residential

and commercial projects and at the moment
we've got a great balance. Upcoming project

include a Grade Il listed Neo-Georgian
mansion in Berkshire, a late 19th Century
manor house in Solihull and a new build
luxury retirement development in Cobham,
Surrey, as well as some very exciting
residential properties we can't discuss yet!

bernardinteriors.co.uk
01661 821427
@bernardinteriors

LEAD DESIGNER KATHRYN MASON
Kathryn has a wealth of experience in
high-end residential design and worked
closely with Jen to create the schemes for
the newly-designed areas. “I loved seeing
our design vision come to life in this
project”. Here, Kathryn highlights some of
the design details.

THE SNUG

A cosy family room with an array of
sumptuous textures and a vibrant colour
palette. The geometric patterns in here
create a contemporary feel.

THE BAR

The completely bespoke bar design
includes textured inset linen panels, a
polished stone top and backlit joinery
with bronze mirrored panels. Statement
pendant lighting sourced from Italy and
blood orange designer bar stools
complete the contemporary look.

THE POWDER ROOM
A large-scale patterned wallpaper adorns this
compact powder room. The soft pink and
vibrant green were picked out for the
bespoke panelling and mirror.

E

THIRD FLOOR BEDROOM

The colours used in this scheme flow with the colou palette for the rest

of the third floor to create a fresh, sophisticated and masculine feel.

THIRD FLOOR BATHROOM

This space is crisp, clean and ==

contemporary to complement the bar . . ~ THE GYM

and games room. T A functional gym offers the whole
[ family stylish workout benefits

without leaving home.




