
WHERE YOU LIVE

 MEANS SO MUCH... 
WHATEVER YOUR AGE 

The psychology of home is undeniable. A home provides 

security, a sense of belonging and the freedom and 

independence to live the life you choose. Now, more than ever, 

they need to meet those needs throughout our lives. It’s good 

to know then that there are various options out there for when 

the time comes to ‘rightsize’. 

We recently caught up with Jen Bernard, founder and 

managing director of Bernard Interiors, the team behind Audley 

Villages’ retirement development, Audley Nightingale Place.

With a trendy south London location adjacent to Clapham South tube 
station and views across the common, this new build of 94 fully-serviced 
luxury retirement apartments and penthouses surround their own 
facilities including a restaurant, bar bistro, spa, library, lounge   
and cinema.

With care support available if required, Audley Nightingale Place is 
aimed at the top end of the market. The brief for interior design practice 
Bernard Interiors was to create a sophisticated sanctuary in the city. 

“Many of Audley’s Villages are situated within the grounds of a heritage 
building, utilising the main house for the hospitality and leisure facilities,” 
commented Jen Bernard, founder and managing director of  
Bernard Interiors. 

“This allows us to draw upon the history of each building for design 
inspiration, which we incorporate into the timeless Audley signature style. 
As Audley Nightingale Place is an entirely new and urban development, 
inspiration has been taken from the adjacent Clapham Common, London 
and popular culture.”

Design influences are distinctly 20th century. They include the work 
of fabric designer Enid Marx in the 1930s, The Savoy’s legendary 
barman Joe Gilmore who was head barman for the American Bar 
from 1955 until he retired in 1976, and 1970’s pop culture. 

The spaces are glamorous and welcoming. There are natural finishes - 
timber, marble, leather and antique brass - with injections of colour in 
the fabrics and patterns. 

One of the biggest challenges for the interior design as a whole 
was to create the essential Audley look and feel - as though the 
property has been lived in for years - to maintain Audley’s strong 
brand identity across this completely new development. 

“From London monuments and architecture to the diary of Samuel 
Pepys, travel and high society to the Clapham music scene, there 
are displays in a whole range of media including vintage postcards 

showing how the city looked, 3D models of underground stations and 
photography by Slim Aarons and Cecil Beaton. There’s a lot to stimulate 
conversation and make these spaces more interesting to walk through.” 

Audley Nightingale Place has been designed for people who still enjoy 
the fast pace and buzz of city living. It is elegant and characterful, with 
superb facilities and services reflecting the best London has to offer.

Featured floors: Torelli, Ringlet & Almond

For more information or to order a free sample, 

contact our specification consultants on 01925 284 493

Ringlet Chevron, Parquetry Collection, Woodworks

Order samples | View our brochures | Find out more online 


